 It took me some work to figure out most of these tricks, and I'm terrible with unix, so I ended up googling a lot of stuff, and kind of pieced it together.  I'm not sure if I did it the right way, but it works, so we're happy enough with it. This is mostly from memory, so bear with me.

start by plugging in the drive, then login as superuser (su) and probably the password "root"

you will need to stop the vold service, because it interferes for some reason. Vold is the volume management system. You this by using the following command.

#disable volfs

you disable vold using volfs, that's not a typo. 

Next you will need to find out what unix calls the device (ex: cxtxdx, and the x will be a number).  you can find this by running rmformat.  This will generate a list of all devices your machine sees.  Hopefully it will see your external HD.

write down the cxtxdx number (again, the xs will  be  numbers).  You will then have to create your zpool.  We called ours maxtor1. Command should look like this

# zpool create maxtor1 c(number)t(number)d(number)

Our external HD looks like a folder in the root directory, not /home/p3rtp.

After creating the zpool, use these commands.

#zpool export name  where name is whatever you called your zpool. For us, it looks like this

#zpool export maxtor1

this, in my understanding, exports a list of the zpools that the computer can see.  You will then want to import the zpool.

#zpool import name

it will tell you if it doesn't work, but doesn't always tell you when it does work.

finally, you will need to give yourself and others read/write privileges for the disk. 

this command is

#chmod 777 name


then you should be able to navigate to the root directory and use it like any other folder.  We leave ours plugged in.  If you unplug it, you will need to do a zpool export and a zpool import again, and if that doesn't work, stop vold again and then try the export and import. 

We put our archived patients on it in folders that we create, and also copy the entire institution folder over about once a month as a general "everything" backup, if that makes sense.  I'm sure you'll find your own way to use it, 
These two sites also gave me a lot of info.

http://blogs.sun.com/artem/entry/zfs_on_the_go

and

http://www.sun.com/io_technologies/usb/USB-Faq.html#Storage

I Hope some of this helps, but I can't promise that this is perfect.  Remember that it behaves like a folder in the root, not home/p3rtp directory.  That mistake has caused me a couple headaches in the past. 

